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Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even If timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1 )M Responsive to communication(s) filed on 10 March 2005 . 
2a)S This action is FINAL. 2b)n This action is non-final. 

3) 0 Since this application is in condition for allowance except for fomial matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1, 453 O.G. 213. 
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This office action is responsive to the amendment filed on March 10, 2005. 

Rejection Under 35 U.S.C. 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

1. Claims 1-3 and 5- 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 

Arimura et al in view of Yao et al (5, 802, 243), Ikushima et al (5,31 1,375), Oguro (5,907,656) 

and further in view of Frary et al (5,971,281). 

With regards to claims 1, 5-6 and 8, Arimura et al in view of Yao et al and Ikushima et 

al. discloses the invention as described in the office action mailed on January 14, 2004. Arimura 

et al further discloses driving control means for controlling the running speed of the video tape 

by the driving means, first in accordance with the quantity of data stored in the buffer memory 

when the video data is being temporarily stored in the buffer memory and is to be delivered to 

the external equipment (host) via the interface, and second, in accordance with the network 

transmission speed (rate at which the data in the buffer memory increases or decreases) when the 

video data is being transmitted from the external equipment ( see col.3 lines 7-45). Arimura et al 

in view of Yao et al and Ikushima et al. fails to further disclose that the video tape is housed 

within a cassette that includes a non-contact type buffer memory for storing a list of contents of 

the video tape. 
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However, the video tape housed within a cassette that includes a non-contact type buffer 
memory for storing a Ust of contents of the video tape is well known and widely used in the art. 
Oguro for example discloses such in figs. 8, 23 disclosure thereof and col4 line 50 to coL5 line 
10; wherein Oguro also discloses that the data from the memory is recorded/reproduced in 
accordance with the data operation of the tape. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skilled in the art at the time the invention 
was made to modify the recording/reproducing apparatus disclosed by Arimura et al in view of 
Yao et al. and Ikushima et al with the above teachings from Oguro in order to provide a 
recording/reproducing device having video tape housed within a cassette that includes a buffer 
memory for storing a list of contents of the video tape to provide a capability of quickly 
accessing specific data location without effecting the data density. 

Oguro is silent on non-contact type buffer memory with a driving function for 
controUing the (buffer) memory. Frary et al is reUed upon for teaching a non-contact type 
memory with the driving fiinction for controlling the memory (see col. 5 lines 61 to col. 6 line 27 
and col.7 lines 25-54 of Frary et al 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skilled in the art at the time the invention 
was made to modify the recording/reproducing apparatus including the cassette having a memory 
disclosed by Arimura et al in view of Yao et al. Jkushima et al and Oguro with the non contact 
type memory having a driving function as taught by Frary et al. in order to provide a fine tuning 
alignment of the cartridge accessing as suggested in col.7 lines 24-39 of Frary et al. 
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With regards to claims 2-3 and 7, Arimura et al further discloses that the driving control 
means is controlled in such a manner that, when the data quantity stored in the buffer memory is 
larger than the predetermined value, the video tape running speed is lowered and vice versa, (see 
figs. 4A and 4B and col.5 line 50 to col.6 line 64; wherein Arimura et al also discloses the 
capability of ten5)orarily suspending the running of the tape and re-starting the motion of the 
tape again when the data in the buffer becomes higher than the set value). 

2. Claim 4 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Arimura et al in 
view of Yao et al, Ikushima et al, Oguro, Frary et al and in further in view of Beavers et al 
(6,307,701). 

With regards to claim 4, Arimura et al in view of Yao et al, Ikushima et al, Oguro and 
Frary et al discloses the invention as described above in this office action. Arimura et al in view 
of Yao et al, Ikushima et al, Oguro and Frary et al fails to further clarify that driving control 
means controls the driving means so that the video tape is retumed by a fixed distance in the 
opposite direction to be ready for restarting the next recording after the running of the video tape 
temporarily brought to a stop. 

Beavers et al however, disclose such a capability (see col.2 lines 10- 15). 
^ It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skilled in the art at the time the invention 
was made to modify the recording/reproducing apparatus disclosed by Arimura et al in view of 
Yao et al, Ikushima et al and Oguro and Frary et al. with the above teachings from Beavers et al 
in order to provide a capability to return the video tape by a fixed distance, in an opposite 
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direction to be ready to restart after it has brought to temporary stop to allow enough space to 
accelerate to the forward operating speed, as taught by Beavers at al. 
Response to Remarks 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-8 have been considered but are not 
persuasive because: appUcant argues that "one of ordinary skill in the art would not be motivated 
to combine Frary with a reference such as Yao or Ikushima since Frary relates to a data storage 
and references such as Yao and Ikushima relate to video cassette recorders." Examiner 
respectfully disagree with the apphcant because the video cassette is a form of data storage, 
furthermore Frary disclose that the limitation/teaching disclosed is applicable to many devices 
including the video cassette recorders (See the paragraph bridging cols. 5 and 6 and figs. 11-16). 
Rejection as appUed is therefore considered proper. 
Conclusion 

TfflS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Apphcant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1 . 1 36(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing 

date of this final action. t/^"""""^ 

OAWD HUDSPETH 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTFR ?6nn 
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Any inquiry concerning this connmunication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Varsha A. Kapadia whose telephone number is (571)272-7557. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Mon Tue and Thurs. from 6:30 AM to 2:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Hudspeth can be reached on 571 272 7843. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571 273 8300. 

Information regarding the status of an appHcation may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for pubUshed applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or PubHc PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
appHcations is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



VK 



